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stantinople itself is in the secular. Though at
a distance of sixty miles, that mountain (such is
the brilliancy of its snows and the clearness of
the air) looks so near, that you might fancy
that the birds which rise in a startled flock
from the court of some mosque below, shooting
a glare of sudden sunshine from their slanted
wings, could reach it in a few minutes3
flight.

It is from these heights also that you have
the full benefit of a circumstance especially
characteristic of Constantinople, namely, that
every commanding spot being appropriated to
religious or public buildings, you take no note,
from a distance, of its humbler details. Its
insignificant wooden houses are then seen only
in picturesque combination with the groves a/nd
gardens which embower them; and the colours

owf red or black,

according to "the race of the inmate, are
harmonised by distance, and blending with the
light green of the fruit-trees, the dark green of
the cypress, the purple of the sea and sky, the